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RECOMMENDATIONS Of THE WORK.

¢ Who so competent to translate Captain Mingaud as Mr. Thurston, whose own excel-
lently constructed Tables afford facility and certainty for the ¢xecution of the finest strokes?
The Work itself is eminently entitled to the attention of Billiard-players.—————Upon the
game, as previously played, Captain Mingaud has made some extraordinary improvements,
insomuch that we considered them impossible, and deferred noticing the book till enquiry
satisfied us of their reality.—————We are bound seriously to say that it is an exhibition
of science altogether wonderful. In practice we are inclined to think most of the appa-
parently impossible hazards may be made even by players of no great pretensions; and we
ar® sure that by trying them they will become better adepts in the game.————The
lessons upon these achievements are not only useful, but very curious and interesting, and
the results produced such as cannot be belleved without actual proof, shewing performances
hitherto deemed contrary to the rules of motion in bodies.”—TkE LITERARY GAzETTE.

¢ Here is a work that may be expected, sooner of later, to produce something like a re-
volation in the whole style of play, and consequently in the general character of the game.
Captain Mingaud has here given directions and diagrams, by a due attention to which cer-
tain strokes may be performed, which at first sight mdy seem almost ludicrously imprac-
ticable, but every one of which may in fact be executed, and the most difficult of which
we ourselves have seen executed repeatedly. Some few of these strokes are perhaps known
in this country ; but the greater part of them will be found entirely new to English players.

“To the Owners of private tables in particaler, we womld recommend this Book, as an
appendage almost as necessary to their table as a marking-board.” —Tue Count Jounrnat.

¢ The English-Player is indebted to Mr. Tharston for thaking Mm acquainted with a
work go much esteemed on the continent. Fhe numerous plates (41) supply him with
abundant examples of difficult strokes, on which to exercise his utmost skill and nicety.”—
THE ATHENEUM.

¢ Captain Mingaud, the author of the eriginal werk; has there, it & serfes of diagrams
and directions, proved the practicability of certain strokes which an inexperienced player
would pronounce ¢ impossible ;> and the majority of these strokes will be altogether new
to English players.

“ Knowledge of such points as are illustrated in this Treatise would materially improve the
geweral play, asd consequently attach to the Giame even mote impdrtanos thew it now pos-
sesses.

¢« Mr. Thurston’s Translation, we should mention, is i a handsome form, and must, sooner
or later, find its way into the rooms of amatedr«players.”<Trne Mrrnoxn.

# Mr. Mingaud a fait un bow onvrage on tows les coups sent cxpRqaés avéc elarté et déc
montrés & I’ arde de figares. Aussi le succés du manuel de Mr. Mingand, a—t—il &6 trds
grand. C est ce méme mannel dont Mt. Thurston vient de donner au public Anglais un
excellente traduction, od P on (rouve pas moins de qustaute troty plaviches parfafement exé-
catées. S’il appartenait 4 quelqu’un de se charger de cette traduction en Angleterre
¢’ était bien & Mr. Thurston des ateliers du quel sont sortis les meilleurs billards qui soient
a Londres. L' ouvrage de Mr. Thurston, dédié au Marquis de Cleveland, a été imprimé
avec beancoup de luxe.”—LE Furer ve Lo®pres.

¢ This Work exhibiting the strekes which so sarprised their Majestien, is one of the
greatest treats that the Billiard-Player has probably ever received, and we may add, thut
it is calculated greatly to extend the Science of the Game.

¢ Several of the Strokes delineated are exceedingly curious, and really quite astonishing.”
—Tug CouRIER.

Prenvep 3Y T. S. Cranke, 45, S7. Jonn-Squank.
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THE MOST NOBLE

THE MARQUIS OF CLEVELAND,

&c. &c. &c.

THE FOLLOWING WORK,

ILLUSTRATIVE OF THE HIGH CAPABILITIES OF THE FAVOURITE

Game of Williardsg,
AND OF THE DEXTERITY AND SKILL OF A
Sost emiuent fMaster,
IS, BY PERMISSION, INSCRIBRD,

BY HIS LORDSHIP’S MOST OBEDIENT,

VERY HUMBLE AND OBLIGED SERVANT,

JOHN THURSTON.



ADVERTISEMENT OF M. MINGAUD.

Tae first Billiard Table known in France was of a Triangular form.
It was introduced at the CuiTeau DE Brois, during the residence of
Henry III.

>

It was called *“ THE NosLe GaME oF Birriarps;” probably,
from the Prince being the first who practised it, as a regular Diver-
sion. It was not less entitled to this high designation, on account of
its intrinsic excellence, and the interest excited by its various and

complicated operations.

From whatever cause, this Game has formed, and will ever
continue to form, the Amusement of all ranks of Society, as well as
of the Sovereigns of France. It combines Utility with Pleasure ;—
exercising the Body, and affording a most agreeable relaxation; whilst,
at the same time, it calls forth all our Skill and Address. In such
general estimation is it held, that every one, in the present day, de-
sires to be acquainted with it.

MM. Persicors and EspoLarp have enjoyed in France, the
highest reputation at this Game ; but they have made few Additions
to what was before known. 'To the Auther of this Work, are to be
ascribed the brilliant Discoveries of Modern Times.



PREFACE.

To France we are indebted for the elegant and interesting
Game, which it is the object of the following pages to illus-
trate. In its infancy it presented to the polite circles of So-
ciety an Amusement, which combined the interests of Hazard
with the exercise of Skill and Address. It was speedily hailed,
as a favourite Diversion, at the Court of Henry III., of France;
and was thence communicated to all the Courts of Modern
Europe.

Practice and experience have imparted to the Game
itself, what they alone can confer upon the Practitioner. To
the novice it would appear as, peculiarly, a Game of ac-
cidents and chances; but experience has enabled us to deter-
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mine the effects of innumerable Strokes, with amazing preci-
sion ; and has conferred on the Play the interest of Science,
and the accomplishment of Art.

Many Noblemen and Gentlemen, at home and abroad,
had acquired great skill and reputation at the Table; and
every proficient had his collectanea of rules, directions, and
advices, before the growing interest of this elegant Pastime
had called for regular Treatises, pointing out the different
modes of play, laying down general rules, and tracing the
systematic operations of which the Game is susceptible.

Such Works, however, have, for many years, been cir-
culated and studied, both on the Continent and in England.
The Practical Treatise of E. WHiTE, Esq. of which a new edi-
tion was published in 1818, comprises nearly all that was
known or approved on the subject, at the time of its compi-
lation. This Work deservedly maintains its reputation, as a
systematic Treatise; but, like every other work, now in use,
it has been left behind by the great improvements, and strik-
ing discoveries, which have been since made by the great
masters of the Game.

To supply this deficiency was the object of the Pub-
lication of M. MiNcaup; who justly claims the merit of
¢ the most brilliant discoveries of modern times ;”’ and who
has thus conferred on his Nation the honaur of perfecting,
in addition to that of introducing, an elegant Diversion, which
has obtained the patronage, and commanded the admiration,
of the most elevated and polished societies of Europe.
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Fully impressed with the great merits of M. MiN-
caup’s Illustrations, the Translator has felt anxious to lay
them before the British Public. He is aware that, to the
novice, many of the strokes, the effects of which are de-
scribed in the Work, may appear impracticable. He has,
however, not only had the satisfaction of seeing them per-
formed on his own Tables, at his Ware-rooms, 14, Cathe-
rine Street, Strand, by M. Mixcaup himself; but has been
surprised to perceive, how readily the results have followed,
when attempted, according to the Rules laid down, by Gen-

tlemen who boasted no superiority of skill.

JOHN THURSTON.

14, Catherine Streel, Strand.
April, 1830.



ADVERTISEMENT TO THE SECOND EDITION.

Tae rapid Sale of the first Edition of M. Mingaud’s Diagrams, and the press-
ing call for a Second Edition, within a few months after the original publication,
have more than justified the sanguine expectations of the Translator, and evince

the high estimation in which the Work is already held by the Public.

No professions of the Author,—no reiterated assurances of the Translator,
could possibly have advanced or maintained the reputation of a novel system of
play. Experience, the grand test of merit, and the criterion of truth, could
alone sustain the pretensions of such a System. Accordingly, since the pub-
lication of the first Edition, the Strokes of M. Mingaud have been daily sub-
mitted to this test by amateurs and professors in town and country. The re-
sult of which is, that the Translator has been honoured with a vast number of
communications from Noblemen aud Gentlemen, eminently skilled in the Game,

expressive of the highest admiration and the warmest applause,

To those Noblemen and Gentlemen the Translator begs leave to present
his grateful and respectful acknowledgments, as also to the Public in general, for
their very favourable reception, and liberal patronage, of his humble efforts. His
gratitude he has further attempted to express by numerous corrections, and by

incessant endeavours to render this Edition as perfect as possible.

If any Gentleman should doubt the practicability of any of the strokes
laid down in the following Diagrams, let him rest assured that they are daily
performed by others with certainty and precision; and let him repeat his en-

deavours.
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j;’WMW/()W onwn tall /to over The and 7o
WMM/MWW s " 7

Topocket the Blue. strike yourball two thirds fall in the
centre.& to the right . For N0 2 :tn’ke}'ourbally.& at the bottom.
The same for the yellow & the Red. . striking yourball from the
opposite sude.




L,.G/_o;’/ey/» /;Q fat the llack mark on the % cvedhheon .and o /;/ooéef eclher

Topocketl the Red, strike your ball -'/4qu on thereght side.
with force safficient to doable the 8all. I’brﬂf’l,&b‘i@ejour ball
Y4 fine &low. Forthe Fellow ¥4 to the Laft with strength enough

toreturn to the banlk Forthe Blue,strike yourball in the same
manner.using strength sufficient to dondle it.
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lopocket N?2 yon mastincline to the qpper cashion.at a foot from
the right pocket.Strike ahalfball onthe right side.with strength sufficent
to enter the banlk.Play at the Red %/, from the same sidefalittle stronger.
The Yellow mast be pocketed.withont hitting the npper cashion . strike the dlow
between the ball &the cashion.tonching the cashion betbre the ball.TheBine
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1
FAR

s played as the Red. striking your ball from the opposite side .
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%WM/WW/M’V &mﬁ.gﬁ m%wd&WMn/
the Hod or . 4.

Strike N01 low B to the middle of the twe ballsleaning the | |
Cue a little tothe sede of the onc yor intend topocket first.




..V/o/z/a/y N wrd Z@Wﬁ(/ %eaf/)w?%mdf ?ba‘c/w‘n;r/f/w/th/ 2/

Strike A1 kgﬁ n the centre. with moderale .rowgbh atthe
caushion as ke cue di’rw&e; &yaz'ck{y withdraw your hand, to make
XL hop over the other balls.




Soflay Ne L and 2o procket WMWWWWMMJM.

il Strike VO1high on the lgft,as the Cue Bireots. &quickly withdraw
g“.“l" Jowr hand, to make N hop over the other balls.

The position of the Cue.
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417/./1/;/ o /V,“’ Zand 1o ocaramlbole on eclher dall

1o carambole on the Red, strike your ball low & attack N?2.almost

#ull. Forthe Blue. strike 3/j; The same forthe Yellowbut a Uitle
:trangcr. These strokes are done by a Iwist.




Lyo/Lé?l/-/’/-”(W Lofpockel the MMWMWW/’ or/

Topocket the Yellow.strike the blow Learting to the right. ForVP2
;' play in the same marnner.at 2 hrches rom theBlne. T%e same,
for the fled, pa/.'s'z’nj & [nohes from the Blune, Hold the cae nearly
perpendicnlar.

ok

L
f

These Angles NP1 2. B.are thepornts at which
to atm % are not the exact coarse of'theball
&




‘%/‘&7’/}/-’/0»:/%& / 0 2o carambole.and tofrockel ecth et Ftt
. . . ) V. Gy
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Zo pocket N? 2, strike youwrball on the top & tothe right. Forthe Red toack

1t on the top.in the centre & to the left, For the Blne, strike your ball
leaning to the left.




W‘” ZWE belneen the Tive Oalld nethood W/wy 7 frockel.
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Topocket N2 2,Strike yourball on thd right side.Forthe Yellow on the left
side.nse strength safficient to retqrn gently into the banlk .




j:///ay/% Lon./ W R and to caram bole.on either 79 the laatls.
. 77,
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7o carambole on the Yellow attack F? Z,:’/é il tonchingyowr
ball high orn the right.To make it on the Red.strike NP2.halr
frll.&in the same mannerplaying with aliitle more strength .
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.%WM/MMZ,%W(Z‘M the correr. and 0 Aoore ] on whee

To make it on the blue.yon must pocket N°2 tn the
oormer. striking your ball % low &tothe right. For

the Red.strike % high tothe left. Forthe Yellow.
strike in the centre of the Ball &slacken the blow.




yoﬁéiy/u%”/m the Aed.and 7o carambotle on SN X wfech 4 o

frarl of the lable.

[t T

Thes stroke,whick Ls one of the prettiest,cannot be made nneyl youhave
placed N? 2.
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To perfo
ball 3

Zuw. Forthe Red toenter ﬁ‘rq:t streke

4
N
~
N
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thisvoumust pocket N°2 in the middle pocket .striking yonr
\

e the same manrner.

but guite low.That NP2 mav enterfirst play a little stronger] |

" |’ l“

l‘
l!}p

25




50.///%/‘/1{;% ZZWZ‘-/‘/.;Z-WM o geove [.

7o make this stroke of seven,yon mast pocket N? 2, striking yoor ball

high.&alittle on the right Vo2, must be struck full .
2B. Another way to play s, 15 o strike the Cushion first: abowt one thok:

on this sude gfﬂ’f"Z.
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C | Tomake thie stroke. strikeyour ball high om the right side & attack

NP2 nearly fall, this is by a hard blow, striking N72 on the right. |




%;!47/-/’(0‘ Lon N Zand to makeas Molo/w%out'z‘otwday%eyé;f

: e P S
A AL
I8 ) [ e
j W
- >
wi B _,,Q, —

v A
N LN

To perform this.strikeyowrball on the top alittle
to the right,and attack N?2.3/, full and alittle
on the left side.This is done byahard blow.




//«7/ 1 and to pocket the @WW”?/ over the
WW a brecote. 78.

hl(. || il

Topochet the Red, strike yonr own ball on the
extreme of he) right side, and aim 6 Inches to the lett of the Hat. i
Izwblwg”de/ dutt end of e Cue close toyow.




90/&/7/‘/;/”‘/072/.%‘24@44 carambotle vnthe small corcle. 9

To make this carambole.attack N°2 %}, fall on the left side; strike
yoarBall at the bottom with strength enongh totmple the Iabie.




and WW%WW@/W ngle sleoke of 7

Toperform this, stritke at the Red, and saddenly draw back your Cae . Strike
byaurﬂaﬂ kigh.and with mach strength. ‘




yﬁ:/,/a/ .A/:‘;/on /e c%ec//awza/' 7o /corc;.

Attack the Red topocket it in the

middle pocker,sm'kc'nyﬂvam ball high on thelef?
stde.This cannot be ertected 17'the Red be

not pocketed.
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1o perform thes. strike ahalf'ball on theleft side giving strength
enongh to double N2 . over to the rzg/w sue of the Tadle
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LJ 0 / /e ay . l.ﬂ/ N . [ ,‘;,2 and lo score Jen Zhe Jevine /(m((Z.'

Strike VO1soas tomake 1t jronp over N2 and

¥ elongede the strokethat V72 may follow the Ball played .

N2 TVis ball must se struck .. fidl on the: top & touck N22.

w M‘z}‘zg'over sothat V.1 &the Red are holed. inthe corner pocket.
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To pleay N/ on the Koo and 20 pcore 7. 24,

it | Strike V21 fill &vepy low.guickly dmwing back yourCue .

L | ZRis is what the Englisk call Tvisting back.
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L%«ﬁézf/,.f/f'/o/n/ 7 %ea{ and fZ}cm?’on%o dowullet:

25.

Adttack theRed halrfall.soas to
pocket it tn the centre, strike yourdall ¥ and onthe lett .

Co
T%e Red ball must strike the right cunshion first.&then dondle over to <(’
the ler? middle pocket.
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Attack NoZ2 half fall on the right side.with force

satfiovent {o triple the Iable, This ts done by a kard blow .




w whech /a/é7ou/ /Lkaéya/ru{ to catambotle.

Ao /»/@/ A2 o

To carambole on the Red you mast strcheyonr ball -’/4 low on the Left
stde & aim an Inok to the right of'the Red ball . The same forN’2 axming

/2 an inck tothe right.




A M/m/t/.‘; 2.0 Me/%)al,fo/ﬁzx& lo the reght or [%f and le
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To carambole on the Red, draw back your own ball in an casy stroke on V2, from
the oppostte svde,; strikeyorrball ¥, highonthe rl'ght.with strength enongh to
tryple the ball . The same for the Red to N2 asing the opposite side.




Te play N? fon the Ked.and toscore Jby @ doublet:

29.
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Toperform thisplay theRed low.&pocket itin the middle
of the left cushion . strike your ball 3/4 low.& make your
Cue trple the ball .

>

£%
{qe
o

4
72‘
7
0

. o &
Y e

oy £
- P
' i
o (
>/ A
T !.l,
wy 5. i
% A £
oY A by
* { e
v x L
o S v
87 P || i
Lu-": p_ : 1
: L
-y {"" B
i ~ ,
g /'.o
1B ~
i : ko
" - /
i ; I
ik N I
N had ‘Q.
) ;
9 S
w ~
) r
. ~
‘ .
Q- s
> 1
| ¢
i,
| ¥ (L
" e ,:
o §
{
N
{/

R
N
7
-
/
S




- B . -'\.’
T N AT W . SR A S
. % o

'Jl'{g{" )

Strike your own ball kgk,&m.ﬂ’?f rather Aerd,on d&rgu.[np@/z}g’
NO2.to the left, strike your ball low.on the righc.




%M 7 and 7o caramtole m/bé7m/ a trecote.
37,

............................................................................................................................

Tomake this strokeyon mastpaly dekind N2, toanok the cushion first.and
strikeyomrball low on the right sids.




Streke your ball nearly on the top.on the reght, }wldz'ny the cue
almost perpcnd tcalar
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stroke—i.c—gfder it is made, the cue is drawn back
suddenly. 2B, By the Red ball not pgféng the madille: <

pooket, i you mifs,a hazard is not %yt foryour




Topliasy NeF ipon the Red. to prochet by the dowtdet §20 petacn the
34

whde 10 the Sl ccrcle.
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b To effect this strokeyoumunst hold the left hand very high.strikeyour Ll
ball ¥4 highd make it hop over the Red,to leave your own ballin e |: |
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%//W/WM 2,20 lovoh the three cusheons, §to carambole mithouts
/mmwyl%&  freece o/ chalk placed on The red ball. 35.

Attack ¥?°2 .yé fine,
striking your ball high ba littlo to vhe
n'ght.Tozwh the three cushions as

marked.d&make your ball die away on the red.
28, This stroke toashes the angles b the regassite strength.




Toplay Neton the Hedto procket &t §to.make your own ball pe
; 36

To perform this.strikeyour ball 9/, low.either to the
right orlert .B.This will be of great advantage to the

Pool player whose own ball inmany sach cases ts sale




the lawlk.

Tofpliy Nolon the Hodand to bring them both: into

Tomake this stroke yon mast attack the Red. half

12ll. strike yonrball low& to the left.giving strength

safficient to triple the ball.
M It is obviousthat keeping the banlk isa«yrzat

advantage.
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Attack N2 topocket itin the cornerpocket,strike N?1, e

very snddenly & low,in orderthat the ball may hop round the hat. b
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Jo /L/ry/ai{’/, o VR, and o carambote »ithont ecther % the thiree ba

W%ﬂ cebheon.. Mm/éwr’ WA

Draw back on N?2 and strvke yoarbdall alittle to

the mght . so as to make it glide over the Cloth, &'pﬂ&&é.ﬁ’f"z.

BB Called by the English alwist.
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Place a ball on the Groand.take it between yourreet.&throw it on t]
123le Aaving your back tarned towards the table and score7.

AB.The Ball shonid fall adout Re spot Marked
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